126                   THE COLLECTED  WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI
is considered necessary to confer such authority, for the Asiatic
population has openly declared its intention of defying the law. It
is the Government's intention therefore to deport, at any rate, the
ringleaders of the agitation, and so avoid the expense and inconve-
nience incurred in maintaining them in the prisons of the Colony,
The power conferred will be used by the Government with great
discretion.
LORD ELGIN'S LETTER TO MORLEY
Lord Elgin shows little concern for the interests of Indians whom he
treats as cowardly, timid and deserving of slavery. Forwarding a letter
from the South Africa British Indian Committee to Mr. Morley, he
writes:1
Lord Elgin requests to be favoured with the views of Mr. Morley
with regard to section 2(4) and section 6(c). The practical effect
of section 2(4) will be to prevent further immigration into the
Transvaal of British Indian or other Asiatics. As Mr. Morley is
aware, His Majesty's Government have practically limited them-
selves to endeavouring to secure more favourable treatment for those
Asiatics who have already acquired a right to reside in the Colony,
and have not raised objections to similar legislation in other Colo-
nies. He wishes to draw Mr. Morley's attention to Mr. Lyttelton's
earlier despatch and adds that he does not therefore propose to
raise any objection to that section [2(4)].2 Section 6(c) must be
considered in connection with the recent Asiatic Law Amendment
Act. Under that Act, Asiatics failing to register may be ordered
to leave the Colony; and failure to comply with such an order is
punishable by imprisonment. The object of this section is to en-
able the Government to deport Asiatics who fail to register under
the Asiatic Registration Act. While the Colonial Secretary feels
that the free exercise of so drastic a power is greatly to be deprecated,
he doubts whether His Majesty's Government can consistently
object to a provision the object of which is to enable the Colonial
Government to enforce the observance of the Asiatic Registration
Act, which His Majesty's Government have allowed to become
law, and to which the British Indian community appears at present
to be disposed to offer an organized resistance. He therefore
proposes, subject to any representation which Mr. Morley may
wish to make, to accept this provision also. Lord Elgin feels that
* The translation that follows has been collated with the English original in
Indian Opinion, 7-3-1908.
2 "Because," the English original goes on to say, "in the interests of the British
Indians themselves, it is probably desirable, in view of the state of Colonial feeling, that
further immigration should be restricted".